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whiose : 

tage May ir PLEASE Your Roya. 
hom he _ HIGHNESS, 

rh | That Proclamations are not /aws 
afraid, we have to thank those, who 
re brought CHarurs the deluded 
i nd obstinate to the block. Ne- 


ertheless they are documents, 
hich ought always to have great 
weight with the people; because 
hey never ought to be issued but 
pon proper occasions, and ought 
lways to be evidently tending to 


ng that 
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bireunistances belong to the Pro- 
lamation of the 30th of July last, 
e shall presently see. 

I, of course, look upon this do: 


main, 
Serva, 

















rT. 

ument as the work of your Mi- 

isters and their prompters; and 
tober fo hall, as I have a right to do, com- 
wry, @empent upon it without the least 
ings at serve, It contains denuncia- 
wells mons and threats against great 
_ ultitudes of Englishmen and 
fd wis. | otsmen. I shall examine it as 
oo all its principal points; and 
wi fos all, then, again humbly offer 
p tos bur Royal Highness my advice 
yas to tbe 


th regard to measures suited to 
@ approaching crisis: for, a cri- 
is approaching, and that, too, 
ch faster, I imagine, than the 





e general guod.’ Whether these | 





seat-selling crew expect. It is, 
one would think, impossible for 
any man in his senses not to per- 
ceive, that a great change must 
speedily take place in the nation’s 
affairs: yet, this stupid and inso- 
lent crew really do appear not to 
erceive it. They scem to re- 
semble a gormandizing animal of 
prey, which is killed in the midst 
of its meal, and has its plunder 
and its breath knocked out of its 
body by one and the same blow. 
“By his Royal Highness ‘the 
«“ Prince of Wales, Regent of 
** the United Kingdom of Great 
‘‘ Britain and Ireland, in the 
* name and on the behalf of his 
‘< Majesty. 
“A PROCLAMATION. 


* GeorGce,P. R. 


‘¢ Whereas in divers’ parts of 
** Great Britain meetings of large 
‘‘ numbers of his Majesty's sub- 
** jects have been held upon the 
** requisition of persons’who, or 
*< some of whom, have, together 
“‘ with others, by seditious and 
‘* treasonable speeches addressed 
* to the persons assembled, en- 
“* deavoured to bring into hatred 
“and contempt the Government 
‘and Constitution established in 
“ this realm, and particularly the 
‘¢ Commons House of Parliament, 
‘‘and to excite disobedience to 
*¢ the laws and insurrection against 





*“* his Majesty's authority : 
‘¢ And whereas it hath been re. 
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presented unto us, that at one 
‘¢of such meetings the persons 
‘¢ there assembled, in gross viola- 
‘¢ tion of the law, did attempt to 
‘© constitute and appoint, and did 
“as muchas in them lay, consti- 
“tute and appoint, a person then 
“ nominated, to sit in their name 
“ and on their behalf in the Com- 
‘¢ mons louse of Parliament ; and 
“there is reasun to believe that 
‘¢ other meetings are about to be 
“¢ held for the Jike unlawful pur- 
*¢ pose : 

“And whereas many wicked 
“ and seditious writings have been 
*‘ printed, published, and indus- 
“ triously circulated, tending to 
* promote the several purposes 
** aforesaid, and to raise ground- 
** Jess jealousies and discontents 
“in the minds of his Majesty’s 
** faithful and loyal subjects : 

“And whereas we have been 
‘“* further given to understand, 
“ that, with the view of better en- 
‘‘ abling themselves to carry into 
“ effect the wicked purposes afore- 
‘¢ said, in some parts of the king- 
*¢ dom, men, clandestinely and un- 
*¢ lawfully assembled, have prac- 
“ tised military training and exer- 
“ cise : 

‘*¢ And whereas the welfare and 
‘“‘ happiness of this kingdom do, 
“ under Divine Providence, chief- 
“ly depend upon a due submis- 
‘* sion to the laws, a just reliance 
‘¢ on the integrity and wisdom of 
* Parliament, and a steady per- 
** severance in that attachment to 
‘the Government and Constitu- 
“‘tion of the realm, which has 
“‘ever prevailed in the minds of 
‘* the people thereof: and where- 
as there is nothing which we so 
‘earnestly wish as to preserve 
“ the public peace and prosperity, 
“and to secure to all his Majes- 
“‘ ty’s liege subjects the entire 
sé enjoyment of their rights and li- 
“ berties : 


fo rue Paince Recent. 
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“ We, therefore, being resolved 
‘ to repress the wicked, seditious, 
‘¢ and treasonable practice afore- 
“said, have thought fit, in the 
‘name and on the behalf of his 
‘© Majesty, and by and with the 
*f advice of his Majesty’s Privy 
* Council, to issue this our Royal 
* Proclamation, solemnly warn- 
“ing all his Majesty’s liege sub- 
* jects to guard against every at- 
‘* tempt to overthrow the law, and 
‘to subvert the government so 
“‘ happily established within this 
*‘ realm, and to abstain from every 
“ measure inconsistent with the 
*¢ peace and good order of society, 
‘Cand earnestly exhorting them 
‘‘atall times, and to the utmost 
‘of their power, to avoid and 
* discountenance all proceedings 
‘‘ tending to produce the evil el- 
‘*¢ fects above described : 

‘And we do strictly enjoin all 
“his Majesty’s loving subjects to 
¢ forbear from the practice of all 
‘¢ such military training and exer- 
“cise as aforesaid, as they shall 
‘‘answer the contrary thereof at 
** their peril. 

** And we do charge and com- 
‘mand all Sheriffs, Justices of 
‘‘ the Peace, Chief Magistrates of 
** Cities, Boroughs, and Corpora- 
** trons, and all other Magistrates 
*‘ throughout Great Britain, that 
‘‘ihey do, within their respec- 
“tive jurisdictions, make dill- 
‘vent inquiry, in order to dis 
“cover and bring to justice the 
“authors and printers of such 
*“ wicked and seditious writings 
“as aforesaid, and all who shall 
“circulate the same; and that 
“they do use their best endea- 
** vours to bring to justice all pet- 
“sons who have been or may 
“be guilty of uttering seditious 
“ speeches and harangues, and all 
*‘ persons concerned in any riots 
‘or unlawful assemblies which, 
‘on whatever pretext they may 
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“be grounded, are not only con- 
“trary to law, but dangerous to 
") “the most important interests of 
“the kingdom. 
' “Given at the Court at Carl- 
: “ton House, this thirtieth 
* “ day of July, one thousand 
, “eight hundred and_nine- 
2 “teen, and in the fifty-ninth 
"am “ year ofhis Majesty's reign.” 
|. As to the general charge of se- 
_ditious and traitorous designs, it 
vhas so long been preferred against 
Pevery one, who has, in any way 
whatever, shown a hatred of Cor- 
ruption, Peculation, and Villainy 
towards the people, that it ex- 
‘cites, now-a-days, very little at- 
Mention. But, there are some 
points here, to which I shall pay 
rreat attention; because they ex- 
hibit to us something new. 
_ Proclamations are not laws ; 
nor are they, in the least degree, 
binding : they are, in fact, no- 
thing in Jaw, unless they be issued 
in fulfilment of some law. Now, 
this proclamation is grounded on 
no law, that | know any thing of. 
At was called for by no law. It 
was in fulfilment of no law. It was 
not, indeed, unlawful, because the 
King’s prerogative authorizes him 
do issue notifications and advice, 
and warning to his people in this 
Way. But, as to any new obliga- 
tion, or check, that it can impose, 
: ar is none that the law knows 
Jie , 
It is asserted here, that men, 
* clandestinely and unlawfully as- 
* senbled, have practised mili- 
‘tary training and exercise ;” and 
our Royal Highness fas been 
dvised “strictly to enjoin all his 
Majesty's loving subjects to for- 
‘ bear {rom the practice of all 
‘such military training and ex- 
ercisé, as they shall answer the 
contrary thereof at theif peril.’ | 
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ready! Only a few years ago, all 
those who were backward to be. 
trained and exercised were set 
down as little better than traitors ! 
Indeed! And is it become dange- 
rous for the people, or any great 
portion of them, to learn to 
march, prime, load, and fire? 
What, then, shall we do another 
time for Volunteer Corps and Lo- 
cal Militia and Militia men? 

This is a fine state for Englana 
to be reduced to. But, there is 
no peril, certainly, in men meet- 
ing to practice military training 
and exercise: no peri/ in it; I 
mean legal peril; tor, there is no 
law which forbids it, and no law 
which authorizes the king to issue 
a Proclamation to forbid it. The. 
people are expréssly authorized 
py law to have “arms for their 
‘* defence”? and, this was de- 
clared to be the law by an Act 
passed ina very few months after 
the people had made use of their 
arms against King James the Se- 
cond, and had, by the use of these 
arnis, abuled oppression and made 
a revolution. 

If the people be authorized ta 
have arms for their defence against 
oppressors (for that was; clearly 
meant), surely, they are authos 
rized to learn how to use the said 
arms; for, else, of what advan- 
tage can be the possession of the 
ariws? If they be not permitted 
to train and exercise themselves, 
in the use of arms, it is ridiculous 
to say, that they have a right to 
have the arms. Jt is not only a 
right, but a duty, /o resist oppres- 
sion. Upon this'very ground js 
built vour Royal Highness’s claim 
to fifi the throne after your father, 
To perform this duty the people 
are, by ‘law, allowed to have 
arms: and, it necessarily follows, | 
that they have a right, and that... 





What, Sir, is it eonje t his-al- 


it 8 their duty, to learn the wee 
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of arms: and how are they to 
learn that without training and 
exercise? No proclamation can 
take away this right. Nor can it 
impair it, in the smallest degree. 
And, it is curious enough, that 
BLACKSTONE, in citing instances, 
in’ which a Proclamation would 
not be binding, has this: “A Pro- 
“clamation for disarming any 
‘Protestant Subject will not 
‘¢ bind ; because this would be to 
“assume a legislative power.” 
And, if the people be forbidden 
to learn the use of arms, they are, 
in effect, disarmed. 

Therefore, I can see, may it 
please you, Sir, no peri! at all in 
meeting to learn military exer- 
cise. It is easy to give the 
epithets clandestine and unlawful 
to such meetings. There may be 
unlawful meetings, to be sure, 
though I do not see very clearly 
how a meré meeting of any part of 
the people can be unlawful ; but, 
if the meeting itself be not un- 
lawful, I am quite sure, that the 
training and exercise are not un- 
lawful. So convinced am I of 
the lawfulness of meeting, when- 
ever any of us choose, for the 
purpose of military training and 
exercise, that I would be one to 
do it immediately, if I were now 
in England; and I should not 
think myselfin any peril whatever. 

After all, however, I am dis- 

sed to believe, that your Royal 

ighness has been wholly de- 
ceived as to this matter. This 
appears to be nothing more than 
the revival of the Bolton Blood- 
hound’s old story about batta- 
lions meeting to exercise in the 
dark, The black-faced gentry of 
Lancashire seem loath to quit 
their trade; and their busy, place 
and pension hunting employers 
seem to be ds reluctant as they to 
abandon a system, which hag 
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afforded them so. rich a harvest. 
These people, however, do not 
take into view the change in the 
state of —— at head-quarters : 
if they did, they would not. be so 
zealous. 

Your Royal Highness was. not 
informed, perhaps, that, in some 
parts of the couatry, the magis- 
trates had resolved, previous to 
the date of your Proclamation, to 
call upan some part of the people to 
come forth armed, in order to act 
napieed other parts of the peo- 
ple. Clearly, then, here is an 
acknowledgement, on the part of 
the magistrates, that the peon 
have aright to use, as well as to 
have, arms. And, if one part of 
the people are to come forth armed, 
why not another part 2. If those 
who approve of seat-selling have 
a right to come forth in arms, 
why not those who detest seat- 
selling? The daw has, Iam sure, 
made no distinction. The law has 
not said that arms-bearing ghall 
be confined to those who live on 
the taxes. ‘The law has not said, 
that those, who.are, in time of 
war, compelled to fight in defence 
ofthe country, shall not, in time 
of peace, be suffered to carry arms 
for their own defence ; especially 
afier one part of the people have 
been openly called upon: to arm. 
Against whom? It is in. vain, 
Sir, to endeavour to disguise the 
fact: the great mass of the peo- 
on desire a Reform; they have 

umbly sued for it. by petition; 
their petitions have been treated 
with scorn; they now meet to ex- 
press their sentiments in the way 
ofdeclaration ; they seek nothing 
that it is not lawful for them to 
seek. And, the few call on their 
friends and adherents. to. arm 
against the great mass. Surely, 
the great mass have a right to arm 





in their own defence. 
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itis no violation of the statute 
law; andI should be glad to hear 


' make it out a violation of the 


' son, felony, sedition, libel, rob- 
' bery, arson, burglary, nor lar- 
' ceny. 


» rate, an Act may be passed, to 
make it criminal; but, certain I 
| am, that it is not criminal as the 
law now stands; certain I am, 


_ law. It occurs many and many 
_ times in every six years, that men 
_ are chosen to sit in parliament, 


sit, 
| cases, the electors have chosen 


voted for them had no right to 
_ vote for them ; or, that they have 
- been chosen by wrong means; or, 


Are there ‘any violations of law 


3 appointment of Sir Crarves 
- Wouserey by the people of Bir- 
~ mingham. 


’ does not appear, that they have 


: sentative in parliament. But, sup- 
| pose they have? I cannot see in 
| this any “ gross violation of the 
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In another part of the Procla- 
mation, great stress is latd on the 


They call him their 
Legislatorial Attorney : ‘that ‘is to 
say, a person having all the power 
they can give him to act for them 
in the affairs of legislation. It 


voted him to act as their repre- 


“‘ Jaw ;"’ nor, indeed, any violation 
of the law at all. I am sure, that 
how the Attorney General will 
Common Law. It is neither trea- 
What crime is it, then ?— 


How does it violate the daw? A 
law may be passed, or, at any 


that it is not now a violation of the 


and that they are not permitted to 
It appears, that, in these 


sons that they ought not to 
ave chosen; or, that those who 


in a wrong way. And, what then? 


here? No; and, of course, no 
unishment follows. The Mem- 
rs are not allowed to sit ; that is 





all. And, ‘of these matters the 
Courts of Law carmot, and néver 
dé attempt to, ‘take 


cognizance.— | of | 
The Member for Birmingham may ! ch 
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be rejected; he may be refused a 
seat on the same bénch With Quix- 
tin Dick ; if he persist, the Sér- 
geant at Arms may teke him ‘to 
Newgate. But, that’sall! 

' The case is this: the people of 
Birmingham, a very large, Bopt- 
Ious, industrious, ingenious, and 
opulent town, think it unreasona- 
ble and unjust, that they should 
be taxed by men sent from the two 
huts at Gatton, from the one hut 
at Old Sarum, and from the pig- 
styes at Appleby. They, therefore, 
for many, many years, humbly 

etition, that this may no longer 

e, and that they may be permitted 
to send members to represent them 
inthe Commons House. These 
petitions are. treated with scorn ; 
and, at last, the persons most ,ac- 
tive in promoting these petitions 
are seized, by authority of the 
members from Gatton and the like, 
and thrown into duhgeons, with- 
out any form of trial; without 
any charge legally preferred ; 
without being confronted with 
their accusers; and, in short, all 
the laws made for the protection 
of men’s persons are wholly put 
aside. By-and-by, at the end of 
about a year, the dungeons are 
opened, and the imprisoned per- 
sons are suffered to go out; , but, 
the men of Gatton and the like, 
pass a law to prevent all these 
persons from obtaining any sort of 
redress. The people of Birming- 
ham, therefore, do not, petition 
any more; but, very porsstly, at 
a meeting publickly convened and 
openly held, select a, gentleman, , 


whom they think worthy of trust, . 


and appoint him to go to the par-, 
liament as their re aeee tT ee 
hoping, doubtless, that he will be, 


admitted into the House. 


Now, Sir, can e 


' nik 
‘ *) : che 
roceéding less liable. | 
re of violation © 1a¥ than 


I 
? 
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this? Here is no force attempted ; 
there is none talked of, or even 
hinted at. Itis a mere wish ex- 
reased by the people of Birming- 
fam, that this gentleman may be 
received as their representative. 
The wish be vain ; but it can- 
not be unlawful, merely because it 
is expressed in this new kind of 
way. Itis, therefore, to miscal] 
it, tocall it unlawful. It may, per- 
haps, be unlawful, as things now 
stand, to allow Sir Charles ée sit ; 
but, it never can be unlawful, to 
wish him to sit; nor can it be un- 
lawful in him to ask to sit. It fre- 
quently happens that men come 
into the courts of law,and demand 
possession of lands and tenements, 
to which they have zo legal claim, 
nor even any equitable claim. ¥et, 
such men are guilly of no crime; 
they aré guilty of #0 violation of 
law. They have their costs for 
their pains; and there the thing 
ends. | 
Am I told, that the crime here 
consists in attempting to constitute 
a member of parliament without a 
writ from the king. I hope that no 
one will say this; because I well 
know, that those who passed the 
acts, which shut out the Stuarts, 
and which eventually brought 
your Royal Highness’s family to 
the throne, were not assembled in 
virtue of writs from the king or 
ffom any body.else. ‘Those per- 
sons, finding no king at hand will- 
Bi he calla parliament, walked 
inlo the House, and, having first 
panes od EH Avani themselves 
a good and ‘awful parliament, pro- 
cases? oa the ‘poking ot ther 
ts; and: very good, acts the 
were too, and they” a in force o 
ps by So; that, at any rate, 
were may,.1n same cases, be par- 


ligments without writs. It cannot, | P 
re, be.a Het ioe ¢ man to 


Te rue Prince Rreenr. 





{ 333 


self tothe House without a writ to 
roduce. ; : 

Of al} the proceedings. of the 
Reformers, it appears to me, that 
this step of choosing men to go up 
and ask admission snto the parlia- 
ment House is the /east i i a 
These envoys are notto go armed ; 
they are not to be surrounded by 
armed men, nor to be backed by 
physical force of any sort. They 
are merely to go and present them- 
selves to the Speaker ; and, if re- 
fused a seat, they are to go back, 
of course, and tell their constitu- 
ents what the Speaker and the 
House say. What, Sir, can be 
more harmless than this? What 
can be less turbulent? The very 
idea of violence is excluded ?— 
There is nothing, it appears to 
me, better calculated to producea 
patient waiting on the part of the 
people ;. and yet this act of theirs 
seems to have created the greatest 
alarm! | , 

To be sure, the members from 
Gatton and from J/chester,.and the 
like, may fear, that in, time, the 
parliamentary agents..may , find 
their way into the House, iz .good 
‘earnest ; but, why.need any body 
else be alarmed? . If, indeed, per- 
sons were thus chosen, by. the peo- 
ple to.go and assemble.in a. parli- 
ament at a place. other, than St. 
Stephen’s Chapel, there might.be 
cause to fear, thatthe people 
would soon look towards them.for 
laws, And, amongst the things, 
to which the people may bedriven, 
this may be one.” But; at present, 
there appears to be no. thought,of 
the kind; and, in short, not the 
smallest ground for alarm, There 
fore, it was with partie 
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‘selling system is struggling hard 
| to prolong its life. It will fail : 
but, it will not die, till it has made 
' and sustained numerous assaults, 
> and those of a variety of sorts. 


Your Royal Highness has been 


advised to ascribe the agitation of 
> the people to “ sedilious writings.” 
) When has this charge not been 
) made? And when will it cease? 
©) The state of the case is this : that 
about seven hundred newspapers, 
> magazines, reviews, and other 
periodical works, together with 


tracts, pamphlets, and other pub- 


‘lications without number, sup- 


ported by those who live and fat- 
ten on the taxes, and left, un- 
checked by any law, to abuse 


-whomsoever they please, who do 


not live and fatten on the taxes: 


'all these afte constantly at work 
against Reform, and only about 
' fifty publications for it; and those 
' fifty continually supervised and 
_ harrassed by the myrmidons of the 


law, who, in all manner of ways, 


suppress and destroythem. Add 


to this, that the tax-eaters have 
about twenty thousand preachers 
on their side, while the Reformers 
have but the solitary Mr. Har- 
nison of Stockport. Now, then, 


Sir, how good must our cause be, 
_ or how feeble our opponents.— 


Why do not the thousands upon 
thousands of our learned tax and 
tithe-eaters draw forth their pens? 
Why do they not write at us, in- 
stead of proposing to shoot at us? 
We appeal to the reason of the 
people. ‘We produce fact and ar- 
We make our attack on 
the mind. Why do not our oppo- 
nents meet us there 2 | 

But, Sir, the truth is, that the peo- 
ple want no writings to urge them 
on to endeavour to obtain a Re- | 
form, Thi coee lyre the whole 
matter well: (They know now per- 
fectty ‘what is the real cause -of 


/ 
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their misery; and, neither dun- 
geons nor axes will make them 
not know it. Pray, Sir, look at 
the Speeches, the Resolutions, the 
Declarations, and other docu- 
nents, coming from the people 
themselves, at their several meet- 
ings. Compate these fine effusions 
of strong and clear minds with 
the poor, feeble, confused, muddy 
trash of the tax-eaters and. their 
hirelings; and then say, whether 
this bea deluded people; thersay, 
whether the cause, in which they 
are engaged, can possibly fail!— 
Consider, Sir, that light daily in- 
creases; that the boys of [815 are 
now nen; that the boys of to-day 
will be men in 1822; and that 
every month of the interval will 
give a fresh set of men to be add- 
ed to our present numbers, seeing, 
that our doctrines cannot (as it Is 
now acknowledged) be faced by 
our opponents of the press. No; 
Sir: the die is cast. ‘There will 
be a Reform; and the only ques- 
tion is, when and how. ifthewhole 
of the printing presses were te- 
tally. silenced, the cause would 
not be thereby retarded; and a 
artial silencing has been tried in 
vain. Truth has made ber way, 
and she will make her way, in 
spite of all that can be done to 


‘oppose her. 


our Royal Highness com- 
plains, that the speakers at public- 


meetings endeavour to bring into 


hatred and contempt the govern- 
ment and constitution, as estas 
blished in this realm, and PARTI- 
CULARLY the Commons’ House 
of Parliament. Does your Royat 
Highness remember the motion of 
Mr. Mappocks? He offered to 
prove at the bar of the House ; 
and he moved to be permitted to 
prove; that Cast. ERcaau, then 
a member, of the House, a Privy- 
Councillor, and a Minister, had 
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sold a seat to Quintin Dick, and 
that Perceval, also a member, a 
Privy Councillor, and a Minister, 
had approved of the act; that 
Dick, not being willing to vote on 
the side of the ministers on the af- 
fairs of the Duke of York, had been 
by them, required to quit the said 
seat; that the House would not 

ermit Mr. Manpocks to prove 
the facts; that Lord Milton said, 
that he did not think the worse of 
Castlereagh and Perceval for this 
act; and that it was, by many of 
the members alledged, that these 
two men ought not to be censured 
for it, seeing that the practice was 
as notorious as the sunat noon-day ? 
Now, Sir, if you do remember this, 
it is, I think, impossible for you 
to believe, that any man can be 
so beastly foolish, as to waste his 
time in any endeavour to bring that 
House into hatred and contempt. 


To tue Prince REGENT. 
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true. But, Sir, who are they who 
have violated and outraged, and 
who still violate and outrage the 
laws? Those who, in open def. 
ance of the law that placed, your 
family on the throne, annually 
pay zumerous pensions to foreign. 
ers out of the fruits of our labour; 
those who, in open defiance of the 


same law, employ foreigners in "he 


military offices of trust; those 
who sell and traffick in seats as 
notoriously as the sun shines at 
noon-day; those, in short, who 
stand surrounded with Bills (pass- 
ed at their own request, and voted 
for by themselves) to protect them 
against the justice of the laws 
which they have vy. ilfully and dar- 
ingly violated. These are the vio- 
laters of the Jaws; these are the 
men whom the people hate ; and 
these are the men, whom your 
Royal Highness ought to de- 


Oh, no, Sir! The people do not 
employ their time, or their 
thoughts, thus, I can assure you. 
Their time is employed in work 
far different from that of endea- 
vouring to bring the Gatton, 
Queenborough, Appleby, Old Sa- 
rum, Penryn, Grampound, St. 
Mitchel, Iichester men, and the 
rest of the set, into Aatred and 
contempt. They want to bring 
none of them into hatred and 
contempt: they want to bring 
them to something else as quickly 
as possible. The people them- 
selves entertain a correct opinion 
of the whole set, and they know, 
that the rest of the world enter- 
tains the same opinion. 

Perfectly true is your Royal 


nounce to the nation. 
As to the integrity of Parlia- 
ment, if the people do not rely on 
that after the affair of Quintin 
Dick, after that of Mrs. Clarke, 
after that of Lord Grenville’s 
Auditorship, after that of the 
late Dundas, after that of Pitt 
and Boyd and Benfield, after 
that of the Corn Bill, after the 
Dungeon and Indemnity Bills, and 
after the grants to the Prince of 
Saxe Coburg and the Duke of 
York: after all these, if the peo- 
ple do not firmly rely on the m- 
tegrity of parliament, I should be 
almost tempted to believe, that 
they never will rely on,it again; 
Bough, pe maule think, that me 
) | arson’s Indemnity, Bill was, of 
observation, that the ** welfare, itself, quite enou to saitle the 
and happiness of this kingdom | minds of the, people pn this score. 
o9 under Divine Providence, |'These men were receiving, the 
6 rasily depend upona due submis. | tenth of the produce. of the lands, 
ton fo the laws, and a just reli-|'The condition. that they 
‘ance on the intes rid Ppt g ESOT. MEAS, AD or 
“ a ¥, 8 % oh hea 5 should reside at t ipla where 
dom of parliament.” Perfectly| they had solemnly. ite a) take, 
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s them the care of souls. , If 


teedings ; and, then 
© gelinquents against all the effects of 


Rely on the integrity 
ent would argue in the people 


Eahe people are a stupid and base 


37] Novembse 6, 1819. 


hey did not reside, they were 
able to a penalty in. money. 
[any of them did not reside. 
hey were informed against. The 
eal proceedings were going on. 

e parliament stopped the pro- 
protected the 


ir offences. After this, not to 
of parlia- 
hat degree of distrust, which 
ould refuse belief to one risen 
rom the dead. But, indeed, what 
more do the people want, or have 
hey ever wanted, than the pen- 
lon, grant, and sinecure list? Are 
here not proofs enough of ixte- 
ity there? Burke’s pension of 
ree thousand pounds a year for 
fe, with two pensions of one thou- 
and two hundred and fifty pounds 
year cach pension, for FIVE 
IVES AFTER His DEATH 
three lives to one pension and 
wo to the other); if these, which 
ow stand on the pension-list be 
ot sufficient to make the people 
ely on the integrity of parlia- 
pent; why, then, I say, Sir, that 


ace, wholly unworthy of your 
oyal attention. 
As to the wisdom of parliament, 
| humbly beg leave to say, that I 
hink there must have been some 
istake ; seeing that the wisdom 
fthat body cannot possibly be 
estioned by any human being, 
xcept there should, which is not 
ely, be some one so unfortunate 
never to have. heard of their 


ills for making» the people eat:| frm 


piiard and bran a st their: 
bur, in order to add, to the quan-; 
y of human food at the expence: 
the pigs and cows; of their, 
tious propositions about make | 





corn dear, and makiog corn 
ap; of the brilliant idea. of; 
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digging holes and filling them up 


again in order to relieve the wants 


of the poor; and especially .of 
their manifold, multifarious and 
multiform measures -relating | to 
paper-money, cash-payments and 
sinking-funds. Wuirrienp,)Sir, 
said well, when he said, ** let de- 
vils doubt.’”’ And, faithless Devils, 
indeed, must they be, who doubt 
of the wisdom of those, who have 
awned every inch of land, every 
brick and stone, every tree:and 
every drop of running water inithe 
kingdom, together with ithe pro- 
duce of all its labour, in order to 
carry on a war against those prin- 
ciples of Reform, which are now 
ten thousand times more slive and 
more formidable than ever. 
However, Sir, though it appears 
to me clear as day-light, that 
the people neither have, nor can 
have, any doubis as to the integrity 
or the wisdom of Parliament, f 
cannot suppose that, if they had 
such doubts, you have been ad- 
vised ‘to pursue the right course, 
in order to remove those doubts. 
Depend on it, Sir, that menaces 
never yet induced any one.to be~ 
lieve in what hedid not believe in 
before. The dungeon-bill..and 
gagging-bill made very few. con- 
verts to the Borough-system ; and 
you may be well assured, that, in 
all such cases, an ounce of persua- 
sion is worth a pound of force; 
and that, if persuasion. will not 
do, nothing willdo. The “‘ wn- 
“6 founded jealousies,”’ of which the 
Proclaimation speaks are real, set- 
tled, opinions, and, indeed, ; con 
med convictions... The people 
know, that their sufferings) arise 
from the Borough-system ; they . 
firmly believe, that. the :removat 
of that system would remove their 
sufferings ; and mo threats: will 
induce them to give up) that 
belies ovip of tdgto UM -bedeiw 


HIasl 
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light of heaven, just as long as they 
leased. No man, in lying down on 
bis bed, could*be sure that he would 
not wake up with the pistol of a king’s 
messenger at his throat. Many were 
seized, loaded with trons, shut up 
in dungeons, kept there for nearly a 
year, without being furnished with 
any charge, without being confronted 
with any accuser; and, at last, when 
turned out of their dungeons to re- 
turn to their ruined families, they 
found, that a /aw had been passed to 
them from obtaining redress, 
and for screening for ever those who 
had thus treated them. 

Were not these transactions, inde- 
pendently of the works of Oliver and 
Castles, and the rest of the conspira- 
tors, enough to give a shock to the 

ople’s mind? ‘* The laws /” What 
laws were there for them ? What laws 
were there for me, the venders of 
whose writings were, in open defiance 
of the laws, arrested all over the coun- 
try and thrown into prison? Thou- 
sands of robberies were committed 
upon these persons ; direct robberies 
in the actsof taking away their books. 
What /aw was there for me? Must 
not I be ready to spit upon the man 
who would tell me to venerate the 
laws? The writings of those who 
wrote against me had free circulation. 
No means were taken to stop them. 
In one place, a man selling my works, 
in an open market, was arrested, and 
had his books taken from him, while 
another, selling works in abuse of me, 
at the sane moment, in the same 
place, was freely permitted to pro- 
ceed. What /aw was there for me, | 
then ? What protection did I receive | 
from the laws? Could 1, under such 
circumstances, hold the laws in vene- 
ration ? | 

The language of our opponents has, 
too, all along, been that of defiance ; 
of contempt; of menace. JENKIN. | 
SON said, at the out-set, that. they | 
were resolved topursue “the STERN. 
“* path of duty.” That was, the duty 
of putting men into dungeons at their, 
pleasure. Was this the way jo ad 





claim mtsy.ided men? Why did they | 
not try to, persuade and to convine?) 7 
Had they no means of this sort to en: 
ploy ? At every subsequent stage, we 
have had new menaces.; and yet, the © 
people are as bold as ever, and yal! 
they may ; for they now actually |, 
culate, how many months their pers. 
cutors will have the power of keeping 7 
them in prison. -_ 
The kingdom exhibits, at this mo |) 


ment, the singular spectacle of a peo. Fy 


ple well informed as to all the cause 
of national decline, ruin, and misery, 
and of rulers wholly ignorant of those 
causes. Hence the steady persever. 
ance of the former, and the blunder. 
ing, the shifts, and the expedients of 
the latter. The people have 4 con 
stant theme of triumph. They have 
nothing to do but to take the descrip. 
tion of the country, as given by the 
Boroughmongers themselves, and say: 
“this, then, is what YOU haw 
** brought the kingdom to.’ For, Re- 
former here or Reformer there; Dis- | 
affected here or Disaffected there; 
still, it is the Boroughmongers then- 
selves, who have caused the ruin and 
misery. ‘ They could not help it.’ 
Could. they not indeed! Then itis 
high time, that they cease to have the 
power of preventing such ruin and mi- 
sery. Itis high time, that that power 
be placed in other hands. 

If they were wise, they would in- 
stantly abandon their usurpations; 
for, all the evils which they dread, and 
justly dread, arise from those usutpt- 
tiens being persevered in... There are 
certain great things to be done before 
internal peace can be restored and be- | 
fore foreign insults or injuries can eve 
again be resented, And these things 
never can be done by a parliament 
constituted as the present parliament 
is. By prolonging the present gh 
the danger is only augmented. It be- 
comes nore and more imminent ever] 
day. And, at last, it will’ become 
wholly inevitable and irresistible. 


i Suppose, Sir, that, by Mere, an 


artillery, the pirésext 
of the people tobe completely ptt * 
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, »>to2 Will that. mend the prospect 
‘the Boreughmongers? Will that 


g gold into the Bank ? Will that 


ke people think: their paper to be 
good as gold? 


Will that, augment 
» resources? Will that induce the 
le to fight in their defence in ano- 

« war? Will that guard them against 
“force of the memorable example of 
} attack on French Assignats? 

e is, then, with respect to them, 
J to anxiety and fear, as long as 
usurpations last. The people 

w and even now fee/ the worst that 


ty can know or feel. Their demand 
»the land for sustenance may in- 


2; but their sufferings admit. of 
ugmentation. They have arrived 


the point when any change must be 


the better. It is not thus with 
Boroughmongers. ‘For the change 


ease them and secure them, it must 


quickly. When their wild and 


jonary projects about paying io 


ie shall be proved to be the off- 
ing of foolishness bordering seed 
ocy, they may consent to a change, 
haps ; but, they will then be bowed 
n, and will appear in sack-cloth 
ashes. Is there a man of them 
>» can, with lips that do not quiver, 
template the failure of these pro- 
3? «If there be, he must be an 
ot. And yet, I assert, that those 


jects will fail. However, it is pos- 


é, that they will fail; and, if they 
Id, what utter contempt must the 

ble thing be heldin! What scorn 
yell as {what hatred will fill the 

its of the people? What remorse 

ht to seize those, who have occa- 
ned all these miseries, in the hope 
being able to accomplish those wild 
Visionary projects? The nation 
ow suffering. under the operation 
he experiment of cash-payments. 

in the state of an avimal, upon 

m Doctors try their drugs. The 

g will not absolutely kill the peo. 
; but, it will serve to damn the re- 
ion of the Doctors. i 

, which ought princi. 
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of things can last. Thatit cannot last 
} for any length of time is to me certain. 
What, then, is to follomit? Quiet 


Never. Never will the state of 1816 
return. ‘There must be a change; and 
one of two things must come; namely, 
a naked military despotism, ova Te- 
form of the parliament. Even the 
former would be far preferable to the 
present state of things; and this I say 
with perfect seriousness. and sincerity ; 
anil, my reasons are, that the oppres- 
sion would be less, because an army 
is more easily paid than the greedy 
bands.of corruption. 

But, what would a military despo- 
tism do for the paper-money? How 
would it prevent a puff-out? How 
would it enable the Boroughmongers 
lo raise taxes or to get gold > cre 
there not three hundred thousand 
families of fund-holders to feed, the 
military despotism might: do for a 
twhile; but, keeping down Reformers 
will not feed those families: Though 
I applaud the Reformers for all that 
they are doing ; though I admire their 
spirit and talent ; though I am warmed 
by their speeches and their declara- 
tions: still, I think, that their zeal 
goes before events; outstrips ¢ime.. 
Time is at work for us most'ably and 
effectualiy. Our good and true ally, 
THE DEBT, never flinches: This 
pawn upon the land and houses re- 
mains. lt must be shaken off, or paid 
off : when the day of doing this comes, 
our day comes. During the next win- 
ter and spring the Boroughmongers 
will be én’ the thick of their mess. 


with exposures-of their folly ; for ex- 


ger; for demanding our rights; and 
for showing to the timid rich, that the 
granting of those rights, and that alone, 
can save the kingdom. 

‘As to that description of pers 


t horse, foot, and artillery ; , 
ho, at the same tite, abuse the Re. 





thought, 
to engage the mind of your 
al Highness, is, whether this-state 
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submission to the boroughmongers ? ° 


That will be a time for plying them | 


phibiting their weakness and their dan- ' 


ons 
who cry out against dungeon-bilis and 


formers ; these: persons must be -fogls 
or, hypocrites ; for, unless they be’ 
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stark fools, they must know, that, un- 
less the.people be duvgeoved or dra- 
gooned, they will have a Reform. 
The choice lies between a military 
despotism and a Reform; and, there- 


fore, it is. unjust in those, who are 


against Reform, to blame the dungeon 
and dragooning measures. 
It is impossible for any maa to fore- 


see what will happen in the course of 


afew years. ‘Time tcems with great 
events, The profligate expenditure 


of past years has entailed a mass of 


suffering, which the nation cannot en- 
dure long... Millions will fall down 
into the class of paupers 5 but: millions 
cangot actually starve. . Before two 
years of the present progress could 
end, one half of the people would die 
by the high+way side. ‘The air would 
be poisoned by the stink of their pu- 
trid carcases. _ It is perfect beastliness 
to suppose, that. ** things will come 
‘‘aboul,”’ They will, if not interrupted, 
go on, because they must go on. 
There is constantly at work a propel. 
ling principle that will not suffer them 
su stop fora moment. This principle, 
this destroying principle, must be de- 
stroyed ; or, it will totally destroy 
whole people. . 
All the means of restoration ; all 
the means of happiness ; all the meaus 


of permanent tranquillity and glory,are | 
| the measures that they were pursuing, 


within reach, ‘They invite the haod 
of justice and of wisdom to use them. 
We see them all ; we are in them up 
to our chins: aud the Boroughmou- 
gers will. not suffer them to touch our 
lips. 

I desire and beseech your Royal 


Highness to reflection the progress of | 


this dispute between the Boroughmon- 
gers and the people; to compare the 


To tHe Paince Recent. 
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twenty-five years of war agains 
truth and justice and,» humanity ; 
thanks to the whbearable’ burden: 
created by that war; thanks to the 
sufferings which those burdens pro. 
duce: thanks to all these, the people 
areno longer that which they were ju 
1793. They arethe most enlightened 
people in. the world. « They: under. 
stand all the cause of their sufferings, 
They are wise, while their oppressors 
are foolish. And, until the Borough. 
mongers have discovered:a way of 
taking conviction out of men’s minis, 
let them not indulge the hope ‘of see- 
ing the people what they’ were in 
1793. Meaty 3, 

Oue reflection ought. to be con. 
stautly alive in-every mind ; and that 
is, that the present state of ‘things has 
been produced under the sway. of the 
Boroughmongers. That it isa most hor. 
rible and disgraceful state of things is 
allowed on all hands. - They accuse 
me aod others, of what 2 Why, of 
tuking advantage of this state of things 
in order to urge om a change, which 
change contemplates thedtaking of the 
sway out of the haods of these same 
Boroughmongers. © ‘This is:very true; 
aud is it not laudable’ im us?» 1, for 
my own part, have been for the last 
sixteen years, warning the Boroug)- 
mongers, that they would\yby pursuing 


bring the nation into the very identical 
state, ino which they have brought it. 
And, am I noz to hold’ my tongue! 
Am I fist to take advantage of theit 
disgrace,in order to urge on a change? 
Arc they to be suffered to go .on quiet 
ly, until their measures -totally» de- 
stroy usas anation? ‘hey wilknever 
see prosperity accompany: thei? sway. 


state of the disputants now with their; Zhey. can, by no» possibility, cause 


state in 1793; to consider how great , prosperity. to retutn. 


From them, 


is the difference between, these days | that is, from their sway, itds gone for 


and the days when the Parsons and 
Magistrates led on whole multitudes 
to burn Mr..Parne in, efligy!, ‘The 


Reformers in those’days had the people | 


against them: the people. were then 
ignorant, prejudiced, .-bigotted, a 
desgt(ed, They are now, thanks. to 





ever. They muddle along ander dili- 
culties that)can néver be‘overcome 0! 
diminished by them. ‘They aré, wader 
the guidance and controul ofa mass of © 
loan:jobbing and stock-jobbing: and 
exchange-brokeringsand taxing. They 
have -anticipated: “all thers resources” 
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F the country. ‘They have pawned 


, down, to. the very labour of the 
brest labourer. They have in their 


nds a’ nation ‘cotthout proprietors ; 


that no mam has any thing that 

an call his own, The tax-gatherer 

j the overseer have a direct property 
every penny that comes into an 

*shand. In such a state of things, 

hmen, except those who feed on 


Re taxes, must desire a change. In 


a state of things what éndustry 
exist? And without industry, how 
p prosperity exist ? 


The great bloated sots of Borough- 


gers do not perceive, that thé 


sans of prosperity are taken away 


their system. ‘The asses do not 
>, that the prosperity, as it was 
led, during the war, was like that 


hich is discovered in pigs, which 


ye given to them, in a week, that 
ich ought to be kept to feed them 
‘ing two months.. No doubt that 
an of a thousand a year will, by 


rigaging his estate for its full 
irth, and spending the money in a 


r, be monstrously prosperous dur. 
y that year; but he will, for ever 


ter be a beggar, unless he can wipe 


the mortgage. This has been and 
§ 1s precisely the case with cur 
ntry ; and, it is just as impossible 


t England to regain her prosperity 


der the Borough-System as it is for 
h beggar to regain his prosperity. 
e state of the Boroughmongers is, 


Weed, worse than that of the beg- 
r; for, they cannot, by any possi- 


ity, wipe off the mortgage without 
ihilating themselves. What fools 
y are, then, not to let others come 
i do the job for them! 
he real resources of the country 
quietly and silently passing away. 
London tradesman, whom I have 
seen, and who, having sold off his 
k, came out, in January last, with 
ew hundreds of pounds, says, that, 
e day, last November, the Over- 


br emptied his pockets about nine 


lock in the morning. He there- 
= went out, before dinner, and col- 
ted bills to the amount of twenty 
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two pounds. While he was at his 
dinner, a rap, rap, rap, at the door 
¢alled him to, as he hoped, a.custom- 
}@r. It was the taxgatherer for’ as- 
}sessed taxes,’ who ‘took away twenty 
one pounds eighteen shillings: and 
ninepence, leaving him one shilling 
and threepence in his pockets. He 
returned to the table, and banging 
his fist down upon it said: ‘* D—— 
“me if I live any longer ta Eag- 
“land J’? Here he is, and, though 
the drawing in of the paper-money 
has produced great depression ; though 
he docs not like the country, or 2. 
ple, so well as those he left behind 
him, and though he is in some alarm 
about yelluw-fever ; he says, that he 
has never, since he set up in business, 
known a day’s happiness till now>; 
for he was never, till now, free from 
that everlasting dread, in }which he 
was kept by the overseer and the 
taxgatherer. What he now earns is 
his, and not the governments’. 

' Thus are the capital and industry 
‘of this man lost to England for ever. 
Thousands upon thousands are the 
instances of this kind. The resources 
of England are stealing away from 
her in every direction ; and, indeed, 
who that has @ommon sense, will re- 
main to work for soldiers, pensioners, 
sinecure place-men and place-women, 
fundholders, and paupers (made such 
by the taxes), while he can, by re- 
moval, work for himselj/ ‘The envi- 
rons of all the cities here aré filled 
with persons, who live on their means, 
who have come from England, in 
order to shake off the taxgatherers. 
Here they are keeping horses and 


so much as a single horse at home. 
And, which is of no little import- 
ance, manufacturers and makers of all 
sorts of machinery are coming at a 
great rate. Power-looms are at work ; 
and, though the progress is slow, it is 
sure ; and, as to cheap cotton goods, 
England will very soon be cut{joff 
from this market. A man™ almost 
wholly without work here is better off 





than a constant labourer jn England, 


carriages, though they could not keep . 


ei 3 a ~ 
eee - : a 


~ -— ee 
ee 


a 
ba 


ees 
ete 


© eae ee ee 


= Se eee 
2 


a oe 





35h] To THs Prik0t Recent. [ 333" 


Heeats and drinks far better. Those, | 
who ‘go back, are such as ‘are’ of little 
worth. They are guided by caprice | 
and. whim. . But,.all the,men. of :real | 
value remain. They withdraw with) 
their capital; skill and industry, from 
the gripe of the Boroughmongers. 

In this way the very heart's blood 
of England is going off, drop by drop. 
When a man, with ‘his capital in ‘his | 
pocket, is sailing down the Thames, 
what joy must he feel at the thought, 
that. no taxing man can reach him 
any. more!.. He. need not: care .a 
straw ‘whither the: ship -shall carry 
him, it being impossible that she could 
convey him to any land where he will 
be so' heavily burdened as he_has 
been in that which he has left behind 
him. 

The cure for all these evils is a re- 
form in the Commons’: House of Par- 
liament. Nothing short of this will 
do any good. All tricks, shifts and 
expedients are unavailing. There- 
fore, to obtain this reform has long 
been, and, until it be obtained, will 
be, the principal object of the labours 
and life of 


Your most obedient 


And most humble servant, 


al 


Wu. COBBETT. 
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‘Post-Scurpr.2bth Serr enaci, . 
We have just. heard ‘of the Battle o of 
“Manchester of the l6th, August, We 
have no knowledge of the event ; but, 
I cam see what the thing was: ‘a mere 


‘downright act’ of unlawful’ violence, 
thinking any odium preferable to the 


continuation of the holding, of Meet. 


jings. It is a thing which discovers, 


clearly, the conscious weakness of the 


|, Borough-villains. When men resort 
to desperate means, they discover their 


fears. ; I; have: been: watching for the 
turn the ‘thing would'take ; I now see 
the’ Fole-Digger is at ork’ and, let 
the people bé assured, his measures 
will be desperate ‘as bis danger jio- 
creases. I see no cause fori us to fear; 
on the contrary. Buf,’ wé" must be 
cool. As the ruffians get in confu- 
sion, let us keep the more in order. 


My earnest hope is thatthe people 


will place their grand: 'retiance on the 
Debt.’ ‘That is our right ‘dependence. 
Leave the tyrants to work with it, and 
it will soon bring them to yield us the 
utmost that we have all along been 
praying for, a Reform ia Parliament. 
This we know we may obtain without 
risking any thing; and, why should 
we? Itis. the most ‘effectual as well 
as the safest way, to: let, the'trout ex 


haust himself, while we hold the rod 
and the line dnd. the hook. 
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